Minutes – EECP Faculty Meeting, Nov. 7, 2007

EECP Faculty attending:  Chris Cuomo, David Dallmeyer, Dorinda Dallmeyer, Vicki Davion, Jonathan Evans, Peter Hartel, Fausto Sarmiento, Paul Sutter (regrets regarding time conflicts from Mary Alice Smith, Todd Rasmussen, Will Power, Alan Covich, Steve McCutcheon, Ann Buchholtz, Sarah Wright, Peter Brosius, and Terry Centner)

I. Spring 2008 Seminar Series

Jan. 24, 3 pm, “Turning the Tide, Saving the Seas” Dorinda Dallmeyer, UGA Founders Day Lecture, Chapel

Organized by the UGA Alumni Association and the Emeriti Scholars

Jan. 31, 2:00-3:15 pm, “Lessons from the Lost Glaciers: Out of the Clouds and Into Action” 

Georgia author Janisse Ray, Focus the Nation, Mahler Auditorium, Georgia Center

Please see attached the final schedule for the day-long “Focus the Nation” event. (will be sent later)  Peter Hartel has played a major role on the university organizing committee.

Feb. 19, 5:30 pm, “The Biology of Reconciliation” Douglas H. Yarn, Founders Garden House

Questions were raised about whether this date conflicted with a conference sponsored by the Institute of Native American Studies.  Post-meeting check of the UGA Master Calendar and the Institute’s calendar shows that conference occurring April 10-11.

Feb. 29-Mar. 2 – “Aldo in Athens: A Celebration of Aldo Leopold and the Land Ethic” 

Various venues on and off-campus. Sponsored in conjunction with the Sandy Creek Nature Center, Community Connection, and the Botanical Garden of Georgia. Based on program ideas from the Aldo Leopold Foundation, the event is planned to begin with a reception and readings from “A Sand County Almanac” on Friday evening at the Lyndon house.  Saturday and Sunday will feature walks at various campus and community venues exemplifying the Land Ethic.  Other events may include radio programming on WUGA, outdoor activities, and community action. More details will become available after the Nov. 8 planning meeting at Sandy Creek Nature Center.

Mar. 26, 4 pm “Rules of Nature, Rules of Life” 

Nalini Nadkarni, Odum School of Ecology Auditorium

Chris Cuomo and Fausto Sarmiento expressed an interest in their institutes co-sponsoring her visit. 

II. EECP 25th Anniversary events  

A. Celebration of EECP's 25th anniversary in 2008-2009
In April, we will begin to observation of the 25th anniversary with an EECP celebration for current faculty, students, and friends.  We intend to invite John Granrose and Frederick Ferre (some of the “present-at-the-creation people”) to speak.  Dorinda also will contact Susan Power Bratton, the first EECP certificate recipient, about her availability to attend.  Dr. Bratton currently chairs the Environmental Studies Department at Baylor and writes in the area of environmental ethics. In addition to these speakers, we will have a dinner either at the Founders Garden House or at the Odum Cabin in Madison County.  

In a follow-up phone call, Dr. Bratton can be here April 3; given the compression of events later in the month, that is the working date for her talk and the dinner.

Anniversary Year Planning Committee

We need volunteers for a planning committee to take on a brainstorming session of what kinds of additional events we would like to see happen here over the next year (April 2008-April 2009). Steve McCutcheon already volunteered by email from China to serve.

Theme

Faculty members present endorsed “The Future of Environmental Ethics” as the organizing theme for the year’s events. This ties in well with the upcoming lecture by Holmes Rolton III.

Potential Speakers for Events throughout the Anniversary Year

Following is the list of potential speakers suggested at the faculty meeting (please email eecp@uga.edu with additional suggestions):

Wendell Berry – Jonathan Evans to ask Jim Kibler (a person friend of Berry) to intercede.  We have asked numerous times on our own merits to no avail.

Barbara Kingsolver – Jonathan Evans to contact

Bill McKibben – may be ready to accept our invitation after his unavailability last year for the Willson Center for Humanities and Arts lecture  

Eduardo Guidynas – suggested by Fausto Sarmiento as someone who has spoken to the EECP in the past on sustainability who may wish to return, if we choose to focus on internationalizing EECP in the future. 

Faculty members from the University of Zaragosa who have a particular connection to the late Frank Golley for his work in setting up the environmental studies program there.  Fausto Sarmiento spoke with them recently and they would like to visit campus not only to honor Frank but also to discuss the importance of his interdisciplinary vision. 

Clemson University is hosting the conference “Human Flourishing and Restoration in the Age of Global Warming”

September 5, 6, & 7, 2008.  There are a number of environmental philosophers we may wish to invite to speak here either before or after.  They include:
Philip Cafaro (Colorado State)

Gene Eidson (Clemson)

Roger Gottlieb (Worcester Poly Tech)

Eric Higgs (Univ Victoria)

Dale Jamieson (NYU)

Andrew Light (Univ Washington)

Bryan Norton (Georgia Tech)

Martha Nussbaum (Chicago/Harvard)

Ronald Sandler (Northeastern)

Dale Jamieson and Philip Cafaro were entioned as particularly interesting possibilities.

For info see http://www.clemson.edu/~athomp6/conference
B. Fundraising Campaign around the 25th anniversary

Stephanie Hall, the Director of Development for the College of Environment and Design, has created a brochure to send to all EECP alumni, soliciting donations in honor of the 25th anniversary.  These brochures will be mailed before Thanksgiving.  We also hope to have a generous response from current faculty, students and friend.

III. BUDGET for remainder of 2007-2008 (balance 11-06-07)

a.  Ga. Power Professorship ($11,472)

Commitments ($1,940 total as of 11-06-07)

$500 plus travel for Janisse Ray 

$300 reception at Focus the Nation event 

$240 website maintenance, total quarterly payments

$150 Feighner Award

$750 honorarium plus travel for Nalini Nadkarni

25th Anniversary Celebration in April – to be decided by planning committee

b.  Environmental Ethics Foundation Account ($7,437)

c.  Kleiner Grad Support ($2,041)

Dorinda Dallmeyer asked faculty to encourage graduate students writing in the field of environmental ethics to request support from this fund for travel to present scholarly papers at meetings.  Last year Kleiner Funds were awarded to two students. 

IV.  Graduate/Undergraduate Enrollment

Peter Hartel reported that there are currently 42 undergraduate and 15 graduate students enrolled in the Program.  Students continue to complete the requirements and receive certificates at a respectable rate. 

Peter also was asked about the status of the University’s environmental literacy requirement. Although Peter had hoped to move the discussion of that forward at the university level, CED Dean Scott Weinberg asked him to wait until the new dean of CED is in place. Also, there may be some new momentum given to the issue depending upon what President Michael Adams has to say in his address on “A Sustainable UGA” at the Academy of the Environment annual conference on November 29.

V.  Reactivation of Executive Committee  

The EECP needs to reactivate its Executive Committee, consisting of two representative from humanities and two from sciences. Executive committee members serve for 2 years.  This Committee will be particularly important in generating ideas for long-term planning as we enter our next 25 years. 

In January, an email will be circulated for nominees with elections to follow shortly thereafter.  

In relation to future planning, ideas such as developing a Fulbright-Hayes program for environmental ethics using the Costa Rica facility were offered as a way to bring a more global focus to the EECP and to appeal to the higher administration’s interest in having the facility used.  Such a program might also benefit from the emphasis on social ecology, sustainability, and globalization in the Center for Integrative Conservation Research, headed by EECP faculty member Peter Brosius.

VI.  Feighner Award for Outstanding Undergraduate Paper

Faculty members who have supervised an undergraduate EECP paper over the last year will be asked to nominate papers to be considered for the Feighner Award. Peter Hartel will ask for volunteers for a small reading committee.  The award will be presented during the Spring Semester at a date to be announced. 

VII. Nominations of New Faculty and New Elective Courses 

Discussion ensued about the desirability of cross-listing departmental courses currently approved as EECP electives as EETH courses. Members present concurred that doing so would underscore the interdisciplinary nature of the EECP.  We encourage all faculty to explore this possibility within their home departments.

VIII. Other Business

Vicki Davion and Chris Cuomo reported that the philosophy department, at its recent retreat, decided to develop a deeper focus on the field of environmental philosophy.  this will include faculty hires as well as a more formalized opportunity for graduate study in this area. This was greeted as welcome news.  EECP will offer its collaboration and encouragement to the department as it moves toward the realization of this goal over the next 4-5 years. 

Everyone was reminded to attend the Holmes Rolston Lecture next Monday, Nov. 12 at 4, Room 102 at the Student Learning Center.
