MINUTES OF THE EECP FACULTY MEETING

May 11, 2006

Present: Betty Jean Craige, Terry Centner, Bruce Haines, David Dallmeyer, Peter Hartel, Todd Rasmussen, Hilda Kurtz, and Dorinda Dallmeyer

Seminars 2006-2007

In weighing the pros and cons of the funding now available from Georgia Power, the idea arose of having a special focus on corporate environmental responsibility.  The 2006-2007 seminar series will begin to address that issue in a serious way. 

· We already have a commitment from Todd Rasmussen to present a seminar on the environmental ethics of nuclear power.  

· Peter Appel is developing a law-ethics conference addressing the long-term impact of copper-mining in the Copperhill region of Georgia and Tennessee.  This conference will occur during the spring semester and will include a field trip that could serve also as the spring Philosophers Walk.

· Hilda Kurtz offered to contact Nick Heinen (urban forests and environmental justice) as well as Michael Hyman of Dickinson University (environmental justice). 

· Todd Rasmussen offered to approach two Forestry faculty members about their willingness to speak:  Bob Warren on the ethical control and management of wildlife populations (so-called “nuisance” species), and Gary Green on human dimensions of urban forests (recreational uses and environmental perceptions of wildlands in an urban setting).  

· David Dallmeyer offered to contact Diana Frank regarding her willingness to speak on the health and social impacts of hazardous waste disposal in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

· The Feighner Award winner should be asked to deliver the paper as we have done in the past.

· Dorinda Dallmeyer noted that philanthropist Craig Barrow indicated he would be pleased to speak to the EECP  on “Legacy, Sense of Place, and Stewardship: the Wormsloe Plantation Story.”  Mr. Barrow is the current owner of Wormsloe Plantation near Savannah, a place which has been in his family’s hands for nearly 300 years.  Wormsloe also played host to figures such as William Bartram and other early naturalists in the southeast. 

· Other issues suggested for coverage were mountaintop-removal coal-mining, a presentation by a Georgia Power representative (perhaps Bob Woodall, a graduate of the Institute of Ecology), and screening of newly released environmental ethics videos from Bullfrog Films.

Odum Environmental Ethics Lecture 2006

We already have begun soliciting a speaker for the Odum Environmental Ethics Lecture.  Gretchen Daily of  Stanford University has not responded to Peter Hartel’s attempts to contact her.  Discussion ensued regarding alternatives and Australian biologist Tim Flannery and author of “The Weather Makers” and “The Future Eaters” was proposed as the next contact to attempt. Betty Jean Craige will be able to underwrite much of the honorarium for the lecture.  Other alternatives were Wendell Berry and Bill McKibben.

Revision of the Bylaws

With the creation of the half-time post of director, the EECP Bylaws need revising.  Betty Jean Craige suggested that Dorinda Dallmeyer create a first draft of revisions for the faculty to consider in the early fall.

EECP Website

The EECP website is undergoing a major redesign to make it more interesting and interactive.  Important new features will be the ability of students to apply online for the program and for the administrative updates to be made electronically. The website will become a great source of archived material, including student papers, as well as more “newsworthy” with the ability to spotlight upcoming events. The project is being paid for with funds from the Georgia Power account controlled by the UGA Foundation.  The consultant handling the design is JHouse Media, which includes among its staff Lee Anne Phillips who received an undergraduate EECP certificate in 2003.

Budgetary Matters

The Program continues to depend on income from its Foundation accounts to cover its programmatic work.  As ever, we are making funds stretch a long way.  

We have approximately $8,000 in the EECP Foundation account which can be put to general support and approximately $7,000 in the Kleiner Fund which supports graduate student travel to scholarly meetings.  The Kleiner Award has not been given in recent years due to a lack of student demand; however, there may be  potential grantees to consider in the fall semester.  Approximately $4,000 remains in the Georgia Power account which can be rolled over into next fiscal year to be added to approximately $12,000 in funds available annually from that account to support the Program.  Craig Barrow has donated $3,500 to the EECP to underwrite the development of the Southern Nature Project website, which will appear as part of the EECP website.  Development of that site will occur once the new EECP website is complete.


The EECP was included in an IGERT pre-proposal submitted by ecologist S.I Hubbell to NSF in March. The proposal is entitled “Conservation biogeography: Improving the natural and social science basis for conservation in a global-change world.” According to the abstract: 

This pre-proposal outlines a novel interdisciplinary training program in Conservation Biogeography, integrating the natural and social sciences, to train conservation practitioners in more systematic, evidence-based approaches to the complex, multi-scale conservation issues arising from global change. . . A key goal of the program is to train students in the interdependent natural and social science aspects of conservation, and also in conservation decision-making under uncertainty and risk, and in the face of scientific and socioeconomic constraints and tradeoffs.

If the proposal is successful, it would permit the EECP receive funds to expand its reach into more graduate courses.
Undergraduate and Graduate Students

Peter Hartel stated that this year he has registered 21 new active undergraduates and 4 active graduate students in the EECP.  He also noted that demand continues to increase for the Program.  As a consequence, the faculty needs to address the issue of expanding outreach to attract new students.

Increasing the Number of Students in the EECP  


Discussion then ensued over ways to accomplish this.

· A brochure is being distributed to all incoming freshmen students during orientation.  While the brochure focuses on the environmental literacy requirement, it does carry a reference to the EECP for more information.

· Reprint an updated EECP brochure for distribution.

· Feature EECP on the UGA home page during the fall.  Gwyneth Moody’s work on the environmental literacy requirement is slated for the fall.  Will Collier also was featured recently and he made several references to the EECP in his interview.

· Bruce Haines offered to insert a “trailer” for EECP  in his video presentations offered to his large classes as a way of free advertising. 

· Use the “blue card” lecture procedure to attract more non-EECP students to the program.  This will mean keeping in touch with those departments that require lecture attendance as part of coursework. 

· Offer environmental ethics as a freshman seminar that could be team-taught and interdisciplinary.  The freshman seminar might serving as a good fishing ground for new students. 

· Offer more outreach/training opportunities to the community through Georgia Center courses.  This may be more attractive now given the development by the Goldman Foundation of an environmental ethics curriculum suitable for a lay audience.  

· Offer modules for environmental science courses taught at the Griffin and Tifton campuses.

Expanding the number of EECP students carries with it the caveat that more readers for papers must be forthcoming as well as additional faculty willing to teach courses. 

Election of New Faculty and Approval of New Courses

These actions were postponed until the fall because the nominating party was unable to attend this meeting.  We decided that we should now begin to add faculty and courses in both the fall and spring semesters.

Dorinda Dallmeyer

